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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
of the following is required: claim 9 refers to a top; this feature does not appear in the 
specification. 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: applicant 
refers to feature 300 as a falling chamber (page 6, line 9) and also as a falling space 
(page 7, lines 17-18) only one name should be used. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 5-9 objected to because of the following informalities: the term "the 
exhausting portion" (claim 5 line 5, and claim 7 line 5) lacks antecedent basis. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

4. Claims 10-14 objected to because of the following informalities: the term "the 
cap assembly" (claim 10, II. 1) lacks antecedent basis. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. Claims 1-9 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 

No. 4,203,517 to Hildebrandt et al. (Hildebrandt). 

Hildebrandt teaches: 

In Reference to Claim 1 

a cap assembly that can be associated with a container storing a primary 
material (Fig. 1 ), the cap assembly comprising a lid (5) fixed on a top of the 
container and having an exhausting portion (8) projected upward; a cap main 
body (13) detachably coupled to the exhausting portion of the lid and having a 
storage tube (16) extending downward to define a storage chamber for storing a 
secondary material; and an inner cap body (29) detachably coupled to the 
storage tube. 

In Reference to Claim 2 

The cap assembly of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein the 
exhausting portion tightly contacts an outer surface of the storage tube and has a 
seal step (12) for selectively separating the inner cap body. 

In Reference to Claim 3 

The cap assembly of claim 2 (see rejection of claim 2 above), wherein the 
seal step is projected inward (Fig. 2). 

In Reference to Claim 4 
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The cap assembly of claim 1 (see rejection of claim 1 above), wherein a 
top surface of the container and a lower surface of the lid are provided with 
respective attaching surfaces (4 and 6) attached to each other. 
In Reference to Claim 5 

A cap assembly that can be associated with a container storing a primary 
material (Fig. 1 ), the cap assembly comprising a lid (5) fixed on a top of the 
container and having a falling space (A, Fig. 1 below labeled by examiner) and 
an inner cap body (29) extending from the falling space; and a cap main body 
(13) detachably coupled to the exhausting portion (8) of the lid and having a 
storage tube (16) extending downward to define a storage chamber for storing a 
secondary material, a lower end of the storage chamber being closed by the 
inner cap body. 
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In Reference to Claim 6 

A cap assembly of claim 5 (see rejection of claim 5 above), wherein the 
inner cap body is a separated member from the falling space. 

In Reference to Claim 7 

A cap assembly that can be associated with a container storing a primary 
material (Fig. 1), the cap assembly comprising a lid (5) fixed on a top of the 
container and having a falling space (A) and an inner cap body (29) extending 
from the falling space; a cap main body (13) detachably coupled to the 
exhausting portion (8) of the lid and having a storage tube (16) extending 
downward to define a storage chamber for storing a secondary material, a lower 
end of the storage chamber being closed by the inner cap body; a cap body 
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detachably coupled to the exhausting portion; a storage member function as a 
straw (20), the storage member being slidably inserted in the cap body to define 
storage chamber storing a secondary material and being closed by the inner cap 
body; and an outer cap body detachably coupled to the exhausting portion, the 
storage member being coupled in the outer cap body. 
In Reference to Claim 8 

The cap assembly of claim 7 (see rejection of claim 7 above), wherein the 
cap body is provided at an inner portion with a hooking step (B, Fig. 1 above 
labeled by examiner) and the storage member is provided with a stopper (C, Fig. 
1 above labeled by examiner) that is to be hooked on the hooking step. 
In Reference to Claim 9 

The cap assembly of claim 7 (see rejection of claim 7 above), wherein the 
storage member has a top (23) detachably coupled on an inner surface of the 
outer cap body (the wall of 13 is coupled on an inner surface of the outer cap so 
the top is indirectly coupled). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 10-12 and 14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0020636 to Bergamini et al. 
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(Bergamini) in view of U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0213709 to Gibler 

etal. (Gibler). 

In Reference to Claim 10 

Bergamini teaches a cap assembly that can be associated with a 
container storing a primary material (Fig. 4), the cap assembly comprising a lid 
(14) fixed on a top of the container (12) and provided with an exhausting portion 
(82) and a cutting plate (62); a cap body (19) detachably coupled to the 
exhausting portion; a storage member (16) functioning as a straw, the storage 
member being slidably inserted in the cap body and defining a storage chamber 
sealed by the cutting plate and the exhausting portion; and an outer cap body 
(18) detachably coupled to the cap body and provided with an inner coupling 
portion that is screw-coupled (56). Bergamini fails to teach wherein the outer cap 
body is attached to an inner surface of the storage member. 

Gibler teaches that it is known in the art to manufacture a cap for a 
container wherein an outer cap body is attached to the inner surface of a storage 
member (Fig. 5, the storage member is threaded on its inner wall) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have manufactured the top of the outer cap of Bergamini 
to be threaded into the storage member (at feature 72 in Bergamini), as taught by 
Gibler, in order to further secure the cap on the container so that that contents do 
not leak out. 

In Reference to Claim 1 1 
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The modified cap of Bergamini teaches the cap assembly of claim 10 (see 
rejection of claim 10 above), wherein the storage member is screw-coupled to an 
upper inner surface to descend when the outer cap ascends (Fig. 4, the storage 
member is fit together with the exhausting portion and lid thereby making it screw 
coupled to an upper inner surface. When the outer cap is screwed up the 
storage member will descend in relation to the outer cap.) 
In Reference to Claim 12 

The modified cap of Bergamini teaches the cap assembly of claim 10 (see 
rejection of claim 10 above), wherein the storage member has a pointed extreme 
end (Fig. 4). 
In Reference to Claim 14 

The modified cap of Bergamini teaches the cap assembly of claim 10 (see 
rejection of claim 10 above), wherein the cutting plate has a cutting line at its 
edge portion (64). 

9. Claim 13 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bergamini 
in view of Gibler and further in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,372,267 to Hofmann 
(Hofmann). 

The modified cap of Bergamini teaches the cap assembly of claim 10 (see 
rejection of claim 10 above), but fails to teach wherein the storage member is coupled to 
a key groove formed on an inner surface of the exhausting portion of the lid. 

Hofmann teaches that it is known in the art to manufacture a cap for a container 
wherein there is a key groove (258) to guide the cap movement. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have manufactured the modified cap of Bergamini with a key 
groove on the inner surface of the exhausting portion, as taught by Hofmann, in order to 
aid in guiding the storage portion, making it easier to open and close. 

10. Claims 15-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hildebrandt in view U.S. Patent No. 4,386,696 to Goncalves (Goncalves). 
In Reference to Claim 15 

Hildebrandt teaches a cap assembly that can be associated with a 
container storing a primary material (Fig. 1), the cap assembly comprising a lid 
(5) fixed on a top of the container and provided with an exhausting portion (8); a 
cap body (13) detachably coupled to the exhausting portion and having a storage 
tube (16) extending downward to define a storage chamber for storing a 
secondary material; and an inner cap (29) detachably coupled to the lower 
portion of the storage tube. Hildebrandt fails to teach a plurality of exhausting 
pieces extending from a lower portion of the exhausting portion. 

Goncalves teaches that it is known in the art to manufacture a cap with 
storage space wherein the exhausting portion has a plurality of exhausting 
pieces (A, Fig. 5 below labeled by examiner) extending from it. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have manufactured the exhausting portion of the cap of 
Hildebrandt with exhausting pieces, as taught by Goncalves, in order to ensure 
the inner cap was secured to the storage member so that the contents of the 
container do not mix with each before they are desired to do so. 
In Reference to Claim 16 

The modified cap of Hildebrandt teaches the cap assembly of claim 15 
(see rejection of claim 15 above), wherein the exhausting pieces contact the 
edge of the inner cap inserted in the lower end of the storage tube (Goncalves, 
Fig. 5). 

In Reference to Claim 17 

The modified cap of Hildebrandt teaches the cap assembly of claim 15 
(see rejection of claim 15 above), wherein the exhausting pieces have a bending 
portion inserted between an upper end of the inner cap body and a lower end of 
the storage tube (Goncalves, Fig. 5, the exhausting pieces bend inward to form 
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grooves and the inner cap has outward grooves located between an upper end of 
the inner cap and a lower end of the storage tube that are inserted with each 
other). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JEFFREY ALLEN whose telephone number is (571)270- 
7426. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 AM TO 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ken Bomberg can be reached on (571)272-4922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/J. A./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4137 
/Kenneth Bomberg/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4137 



